















































































































































Waste Recycling in India  
Informal waste recycling in India with minor regional variations has been structured in a 
pyramid form with scrap collectors ragpickers at the base, generally being women and 
children who access garbage dumps (landfill sites) and the large and small bins in the 
streets. Women do the more menial waste-picking work as men will not do it but work in 
the ‘upper’ end of the waste recycling pyramid.  The male scrap collectors who have push 
carts and buy scrap from small shops and businesses, and are also scrap collectors. 
 
Thirty per cent of the women are widowed or deserted and over half are the major 
contributors to the household livelihood and less than 10 per cent are literate. They collect 
paper, plastic, metal, and glass scrap moving on foot 10-12 km per day with head loads as 
great as 40kg, and earn a little over a dollar a day. This scrap is sold to scrap dealers some 
of whom are registered, who are almost exclusively men who are in a position of power 
and frequently cheat the women through manipulating their scales or buying waste on 
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